The knowledge of the quality and quantity of the viral constituents is a prerequisite for the understand ing of their cooperative interactions which stabilize the physical structure of the virus particle, and of their biological functions. The objective of the present communication is to describe the lipid composition of of the Flury H E P strain of rabies virus.
Materials and Methods

Virus:
The Flury H E P strain of rabies virus was propagated in B H K 21/C 13 cells and extracellular virus was purified as described recently 5. 
Lipid extraction:
Sepatration and identification o f glycolipids:
The glycolipids were separated from the phospholipids by Florisil chromatography 12 and identified by thin layer chromatography on silica plates with chloroform :methanol:water:ammonia 6 5 :2 5 :4 :0 .5 . Hematoside was identified by treatment with neuramidase as described by K l e n k and C h o p p i n 13. The released neuraminic acid was identified by chromatography according to G r a n z e r 14.
Hematoside was quantitated with thiobarbituric acid directly from the polar fraction by its neuramin ic acid content as described recently 15, multiplying the results with a factor of 1. 25 . This factor is derived from comparative analysis of pure hematoside for neuraminic acid content by the resorcinol16 and the thiobarbituric acid method. The incomplete recovery of neuraminic acid from gangliosides by the thiobar bituric acid assay is well known 17. After chromato graphy of the polar lipids according to V a n c e and S w e e i e y 18 the neutral glycolipids were quantitated by weighing.
Glycolipids Table I ).
p h y . P h o sp h o lip id s w ere identified b y referen ce sub-
stances and their amount determined by their phos phorus content (Table II) (Fig. 1*) . In both cases three glycolipids, glucosylceramide, lactosylceramide and hematoside were detected. Hematoside, the only ganglioside found, was shown to be predominantly the N -acetyl derivate in both, the cells and the virus (Fig.2) . Hematoside D i r i n g e r , H.-P. K u l a s , L. S c h n e i d e r , and H. D. S c h l u m b e r g e 
